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XLVI COMMENTARY ON PORPHYRY,S EISAGOGE

correct, his identification of the dialogues of Plato in which these laws

are stated is wrong.

THIRTEENTH. LESSON

In this Lesson the author returns to the question of predication,
reiterating the point derivable from the Tree of Porphyry, that it is higher
concepts which are predicated of lower ones without the latter recipro-
cating (in‘akasa = dvmotpéln), that is, without the lower being predi-
cated also of the higher. For, he says, we do not say: animal is man,
or man is Socrates. He groups predicates into two, general and equal
(paragraphs 259-262). :

He turns to Porphyry’s definition of the individual as that which
is constituted by 2a unique set Or collection (jumlah = g0poropa) of
attributes not repeatable in all respects in any other individual (263-264).
This is an earlier adumbration of the principle of the Identity of Indiscernibles,
supposed to have originated from Leibmitz. While endorsing this characteriza-
tion of the individual, Ibn al-Tayyib says that the things that constitute
the individual are “‘substances, propria and accidents” (paragraphs 264
and 268). However, it is certain that by «gubstances” ( jawahir) he means
substantial (essential) attributes, for he says that from Porphyry’s state-
ment regarding the constitution of the individual ““you must understand
that he means the substantial ( Jjauhariyya), particular (peculiar) and
accidental propria of things” (para. 268). Thus, Porphyry and Tbn
al-Tayyib are maintaining what is known in modern history of philo-
sophy as the Bundle-Theory of substance: an individual is a bundle or

collection of attributes.®

FOURTEENTH LESSON

In this Lesson the author discusses differentia.
He later states that there are two kinds of essence:
that thing which is found in the definition of its subject, such as ration

(i) “Essence is

* See my:
Phenomenological Research, vol. 34, No. 1, September, 1973.

al

«An Examination of the Bundle-Theory of Substance”’, Philosophy and

OUTLINE OF THE LESSONS XLvIiI

which is found i iti il i
in the definition of man”. (ii) “Essence is that thing

whose subject is found in its definition”. He gi
v ! . He gives as 1
singularity whose definitions include the mengtion of xff;rlralge(;fr?sggf

FIFTEENTH LESSON

In this Lesson he continues his discussion of differentia
H.e refers to the Platonic and Aristotelian views on thc'nat re of
tl'.xe existence of the differentia in the genus, and attributes to P1 : 61(1)
view .that the differentia exists in the genus in actuality, and to Aii:t(:tlz
;}it(a) )\flCW that it exists in the genus in potentiality (paragraphs 309 and
Il:.)n al-Tayyib seems to think, though not consistently, that th
tI'L'lC dfﬁ‘erentia should be predicated in respect of essence (01j “what :
'f}'ung is: min gfan'q ma huwa, & ©@ <i éom), rather than of qtlalit (oal
of what sort is a thing”: min fariq ’ayy shay’ huwa, &v 76 moloy i éc-rZ; Hr’
asks: “Why does Porphyry allow that the diﬁ‘ercnti;. is predicate;i 'e
respect of what sort a thing is of in spite of his knowledge that Arist tlln
held that definitions are predicated of the definienda in respect of W(;I i
the things are, and the definition is composed of the genus and 'diL
diﬁ'ere.ntia? How is it possible that the totality of the definition is recli‘i
.cated in respect of what a-thing is, while a constituent of the deﬁ};ition
is prefiicated in respect of what sort a thing is of ?* This question, I think
is an interesting one. : ‘

SIXTEENTH LESSON

3 In t.hIS .Lesson the author discusses proprium and accident. Since
i pr‘edlcat’lon of the proprium is convertible, he discusses what conver-
sion (‘aks: dvriorpopy) is and says it is of five kinds.

- (1) The ccinversion of the proprium with what it is a proprium of
ike risible, which converts with man. :

(ii) The conversion of the definition with its definiendum.

- (11.1). Th?‘ conversion of propositions with themselves, such as the
-pos1:c‘10n: . no single human being is a bird’’ converts with the propo-
sition: “no bird is a human being”.
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unknown, the implication being that terms should be defined by other
terms presumed to be known (paragraph 196). Actually, the author had
used this argument before (para. 14).

ELEVENTH LESSON

In this Lesson the author raises objections to the famous Tree of
Porphyry (paragraphs 212 ff). He objects to Porphyry’s saying that
body is divisible into animate and inanimate, for this implies that body
is more general than the two, i.e. animate and inanimate, whereas it is
admitted, according to the author, that body is part of the animate,
since the latter is the genus of the former. How, he asks, can a part of
something be more general than that something? Ibn al-Tayyib’s point
is that of animate things some are angels which are not bodies and some
are animals, plants, etc; which are bodies. Thus, animate is a higher

concept than body.

TWELFTH LESSON

In this Lesson the author argues that Existence (wwjid) is a broad
and pervasive concept and that it does not function as a genus or 2
category. His grounds for denying that Existence is a genus are as follows:

(i) Existence has no species, for substance and accident are not
species of Existence because the individual man, for instance, participates
in both substance and accident, but this would not be so if substance

and accident were separate species. That is, if substance and accident

were distinct species it would be impossible for the individual man to

participate in both, the assumption being that an individual belongs
ultimately to one species only (para. 236).

(ii) Existence has no differentiae, and hence cannot function as the

genus animal, for instance, which possesses the differentiae of mortal,

rational, etc. in potentiality. Hence, Existence is not a genus (para.237).

(iif) Substance and accident are on different levels of reality, “for

es are more real (ahagq) than accidents... and accident is less

substanc
requires the latter in order

important than substance because the former

i o2
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to f.:xist, while substance does not require accident” (in order to exist).
ThlS. c.oncept of gradational ontology makes it impossible for things that
pa:tfc%pate in Existence to do soequally, whereas man and horse do equally
participate in animal which is their genus. Hence, Existence is not a
genus (para. 238).

(iv) If Existence were a genus for two species that participate in
it, the disappearance (irtifa‘: elimination, removal) of one would be
involved in the disappearance of the other, just as if the genus animal
were to disappear, the consequent disappearance of the species man
would necessarily involve the disappearance of the species ass. But in
the case of Existence, the species ass would still exist even if the species
man disappeared. Hence, Existence is not a genus (para. 239).

- On the notion of substance, Ibn al-Tayyib makes a point which
is perhaps only implicit in Aristotle’s concept of the primary substance
(that is, the concrete individual), namely, that when we say that subs-
tance is ontologically independent we do not imply that it is “devoid of
an accident. But we say that substance does not meed accident inasmuch as it is
possilfle for the assigned accident to withdraw from substance while the latter
remains, without the former entering its condition of existence” (para. 238). In
other words it is to the extent that accidental predicates (attributes)
fa.rc.not conceptually bound up with the metaphysical make-up of an
individual substance that the latter can be said to exist independently
of the accidental predicates, not that the individual substance, like horse

can exist without being coloured in some way or having a spatioternpor.ai
relation.

Hf.: m‘entions the views on Existence maintained by Yahya Ibn ‘Adi
:A:bﬁ ]?15hr Matta Ibn Ydnus and Elias namely, that Existence is ar;
amblguOus” or “analogical” term which is intermediate (uéoog = mu-
taw.as.stz,t) between the univocal and the equivocal term. To say that
Existence is an intermediate term means that Existence does not have
the same meaning but that all things that are stand in some relation to
substance which is the primary being (paragraphs 243 and 244).

He then discusses Plato’s laws relating to division (Swdpeois: al-gismah
(paragraphs 249-251). While his view of the Platonic laws of division is
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t i ived the name of that
who are related to one man from whose name 18 der

group of people, eg. Heraclidae. This genus he calls the tribal genus

ara. 151). .
> Second, it is used to denote the principle of generation of everyone

a. 153). -
i Third), the logical genus, that is, the concept under which the
species 18 subsumed (para. 154). . ;

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth senses of genus are, ; e
says, the “five genera which Plato laid down as the common genera Ior
existing things” (para. 155). These are Existence, Sameness‘,‘Otherne.SS C(10’12
Difference), Potentiality and Actuality. These are the five “Great I(()lnh s
(éhoT vévy) of Plato’s Sophist 251 ff: Existence, Samf.:ness, ther-
ness, Motion and Rest. Ibn al-Tayyib has, however, substituted Actua-
lity and Potentiality for Motion and Rest respectively.

The ninth, tenth and eleventh senses, he says, ar€ the t}.n*(':e genera
referred to by grammarians. These are masculine words, feminine words

ter words (para. 156).
. 'Ill‘ixue twelfth m(faning of genus is the genus as matter laid down by
Aristotle as receptive of form (para. 157). NN

He explains (para. 160) that the word “absoh.ltely’ (‘ala al-itlag)
is used in three senses: (2) in the sense of particularity, as when we say:
man is a scribe «“absolutely”’, inasmuch as writing is found only in th.e
species man; (b) in the sense of universality, as when we say: m.an is
an animal “absolutely”, meaning by that that e\{ery‘m_a‘n 1§ an amfna 5

(c) in the sense of preciseness (or, str.ic.tness‘: .ln-nffz :a ala al-tahqiq 5
wwpldc), when we state it without addition (zstzt‘kna )* as w.hen we say:
man is an animal «zbsolutely”’, meaning that he is not an animal because

of something else.

NintH LESSON

In this Lesson the author says that Porphyry’s explanation oi: t.:he
genus i, strictly speaking, a description (rasm), and not a definition

; . o ish
% On Istithnd (‘addition’) see my paper: ‘‘The term Istithna in Arabic Logic”,
Journal of the American Oriental Society, Jan. 1972.

1 RS

Hid
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(hadd). He points out that the absolute (supreme) genus cannot be defined
because definition is of a determinate thing (dhat mu‘yyana), constituted
by an assigned genus and an assigned differentia. But the absolute genus
is not a determinate thing. His main point is that since definition is
composed of the genus and the specific differentia, and since there is no
genus transcendent over the genus, i.e. since there is no absolute genus
beyond the summum genus, there can be no definition of the genus, but
only a description. A circularity or infinite regress would result if the
genus were definable (paragraphs 176 and 177).

In this Lesson also Ibn al-Tayyib tells us what predication is and
what sorts of things are predicated.

Predication (al-haml), he says, is to judge (hakama) something of
something else; to make an assertion about a subject is to make a jud-
gement about that subject. Judgement is a mental act, and the relation
of the form (or, image) in the mind to the form as it is in existence (rea-
lity) is the condition of the truth of the judgement. That is to say, the
judgement represented by the image is the criterion for the truth or
falsity of that image (para. 180).

The author emphasizes that individuals are the genuine subjects
of predication. Historians of logic who unjustifiably condemn Porphyry
for making species a predicable fail to see that Porphyry in his Eisagoge
makes the individual a predicate. Ibn al-Tayyib, but not the Alexandrian
philosophers, criticizes Porphyry for this, insisting that only concepts
(or, what he calls “forms existing in the soul”: al-suwar al-maujida f7
’l-nafs), not individuals, can be predicates, a doctrine equally empha-
sized in modern logic (paragraphs 179, 180, 183, 184; also 259-262).
As regards predication, then, Ibn al-Tayyib must be dissociated from
traditional logic which admits universals or concepts as proper subjects
of predication alongside individuals.

TeENTH LESsoN

In this Lesson the author discusses species.
His examination of Porphyry’s definitions of the genus and the
species leads him to criticize Porphyry for defining the unknown by the
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sifies them. An intell .
becomes a ready-made category for arranging and Tlnc%erstandmg 'the
data of sense. Thus Ibn al-Tayyib advocates abstractionism of the kind
that is not dissimilar to the Epicurean-and the Lockean (para: ?2 and
passim). There is a circularity inherent in this method of acq,u1r1ng 1fhe
universal. To circumvent it was one of the reasons for Plato’s doctrine
of Forms and Kant’s doctrine of the categories (pure concepts) of the
understanding as a necessary condition of experience.

He shows (para. 100) his awareness of the Topics, Bc?ok 1, chp. 4%,
the locus classicus of the Aristotelian doctrine of the predicables. He is
aware that definition (fadd: bpLopbe) s a predicak.)le,'and yet af:cepts
Porphyry’s list without discussing the latter’s substitution of species for

lligible form, a universal, is thus acquired, and it

definition.

He discusses, at some length, the “dialectical n}ethods” (turugq
al-bayandt: Sredewtinal uébodor), that is, division (al-qzsma.: BLocipech-)i
definition, demonstration (al-burhan: amédeific) and analysis (al-tahlil:
dvdwore) (paragraphs 101-106). N

He adverts to Aristotle’s doctrine of the four causes. But he divides
the final cause into proximate and remote (para. 123).

SEVENTH LESSON

He gives the reason, as he sees it, why ?orphyry in .thc Eisagoge
refrained from discussing the nature of the existence of universals, and
says that it is because such an inquiry belongs' properly to ontology' (me-
taphysics) and not to logic which is the main concern of the Eisagoge
(paragraphs 132 and 145).

He makes reference to the ancients who diSCuSSCd. the nature of
universals. He makes mention of the nominalism of Antisthenes, a con-
temporary of Plato, and that of the Stoics (pa‘ragraphs 133 .ani 134).
He mentions the Forms (or, Ideas) of Plato which he says exist “before
the many” (gabl al-kathrah), and that they are co-e’val with G'od (para,
135). He follows others in characterizing Aristotle’s conception of the
universal as in rebus (or, in multitudine: fi ’l-kathrah) (para. 136).

OUTLINE OF THE LESSONS XLI

He briefly explains his conceptualist position on the problem of
universals (para. 144), maintaining that “genera and species are not
corporeal; they are forms existing in thought”’.

He reasons (para. 142) that if x and y are both F, then there is
something, namely, the referent of the predicate F, which x and 7 have
or, as he puts it, “participate in’’. In spite of this insight he shies away
from realism and opts for conceptualism. Of course, the nominalist would
reject the conclusion of his reasoning as non sequitur, maintaining that
it is due to terminological economy or the inadequacy of natural lan-
guage that we unite x and y under the same concept.

He adverts (para. 139) to imagination (conception: wakm: érivoia).
He divides imagination in general (or, what he calls “absolute imagina-
tion”) into two, restricted (ghair mursal) and unrestricted (mursal: ¢iAég;
simple), subdividing the unrestricted into real and unreal. The restricted
(ie. true, genuine) imagination has as its object a concretely existing
object, such as the imagination of a house. The real unrestricted imagi-
nation has as its object a universal concept which though was originally
derived from particular instances yet does not, gua intelligible entity,
really exist. Here he rejects the separately self-existing Forms (or, Ideas)
of Plato when he says that “absolute animal does not exist, but the
existence of animal is dependent upon Zaid who is a certain animal.”
The universal, for Ibn al-Tayyib, is a creation of the mind. The unreal
unrestricted imagination is the imagination of such things as unicorn,
griffin, etc. which do not exist at all. '

Eicuora LEesson

In this Lesson Porphyry discusses the concept of genus in some
detail. He points out (para. 159), quite correctly, that it is necessary that
we make distinctions between the various senses of a word so as to avoid
mistakes. The example he gives is the word “Good” (khair), which he
says, is an equivocal word. Since he considers the word “genus’ to be
an equivocal word, he states the senses, twelve in all, in which the word
is used.

First, the word “genus”, he says, is used to denote a group of people
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He then mentions the main purpose of the book on Demonstration,
and says that it is that in which Aristotle informs us of the method by
which hidden things may be known with certainty by means of things
that are manifest. The reason why some books precede the book on
Demonstration is because demonstration is a complex thing and know-
ledge of the complex requires knowledge of its principles (starting-points)
which are provided by those preceding books (para. 66).

He then mentions briefly the central aim of each of those books:
the book on syllogism (Prior Analytics) treats the premises, while the material
of the premises is treated in the De Interpretatione. And because the pre-
mises are complex and their principles are the incomplex significatory
expressions (al-alfaz al-basita al-dalla), he treats the latter in the Cafe-
gories. And since each of these expressions falls under the concept either
of genus, differentia, species, proprium or accident, Porphyry prefaces
his Eisagoges with knowledge of these predicables (para. 67).

How the truth of the premises in demonstrative, dialectical and
rhetorical syllogisms may be reached is discussed briefly in para. 69.

In para. 70 he turns to the 6th, 7th and 8th of the respects or stand-
points from which to consider the Eisagoge, which is a book on logic,
He says that the founder of the art of logic is Aristotle and this is clear
from the testimony of reliable commentators such as Theophrastus and
his pupil Eudemus. The methods of instruction are four: division, analysis,
definition and demonstation. In terms of its place in the sciences, logic is

an instrument both for philosophy and for the rest of the sciences.

Regarding the aim of the Eisagoge, Ton al-Tayyib says that commen-
tators have differed. One group claims that it is a discussion on the five
predicables; another that it is a discussion on incomplex logical terms;
another that it deals with universal forms (concepts) existing in the soul
(para. 71). He rejects these claims.

He himself thinks (para. 73) that Porphyry’s aim in the Eisagoge
is to teach us about incomplex terms wich signify universal matters.
These terms are terms of first intention (al-alfaz allati fi al-wad’ al-awwal) ;
also: al-qasd al-awwal*, para.79). (The expression al-wad* al-awwal

* See my: ‘“The terms ‘Prima Intentio et Secunda Intentio’ in Arabic Logic”,
Speculum, Jan. 1971.
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translat.es the Greek mopdyty 6éoig used in the Greek Alexandrian com-
mentaries).

~ Of the incomplex significatory terms, some signify particulars and
others signify universal concepts. The logician does not concern hirr;;;lf
with the particulars, but with incomplex terms which are significative
of universal concepts. Terms are of two kinds: terms of first intention
an.d terms of second intention. Terms of first intention refer to individual
things existing in nature, while terms of second intention refer to uni-
versal concepts which exists as a result of the operations of discursive
thought (para. 74).

. The author then raises the question as to how we can distinguish
logic from grammar (a/-nahw) and philology (al-lughah), since the subject
matter of all of them is words (al-alfaz). That logic deals with words or
c.xpre.ssions that signify non-linguistic (or, extra-linguistic) matters dis-
tinguishes it from grammar which just deals with the words per se and
that logic concerns itself with universal matters distinguishes it from
philology which deals with both universal ans particular matters. He
also men’fions in what ways the Eisagoge differs from the Categories, De
Interpretatione and the books on Physics, Metaphysics, Ethics and Matlzem’atics
— all of which deal with matters, but in themselves, and not in relation
to words (para. 79).

'H:(.? then repeats some earlier points: (i) the usefulness of the logical
art: it is through demonstration that we come to have knowledge of the
t['l.lth and the good, and these conduce to happiness (para. 81). (ii) the
Ezsfzgoge precedes the Categories (iii) the Eisagoge belongs to the art of
logic which is an instrument of philosophy (para. 84).

Sixta LEssoN

T.'he author states what the predicables — genus, species, differentia
proprium (“p%*operty”) and accident — are (paragraphs 9’1 -98). ’
- S?Z :pial}rlls how the mind acquires the universal form (concept).
:: ys that through s.ense-perceptlon the sensible forms of particulars

e conveyed to the mind. When the mind becomes aware of the like-
nesses and the common elements in the sensible forms, it splits and clas-



XXXVI COMMENTARY ON PORPHYRY’S EISAGOGE

is to say, philosophy is 2 comprehensive discipline which investigates

general concepts that are not treated by any particular discipline (para.
42).
As to the third definition — which is that philosophy is love of

the author says that philosophy is called “wisdom” because it

wisdom,
d considers existents in their

deals with the science of divine things an

totality (para. 43).

FourTtH LESsON

It is here in the Fourth Lesson that the MS. is disorganised and is
most probably not complete (see p. XIV above).

The author begins by referring to the methods of demonstration
(see para. 101 fF. below), but mentions only two, definition and division.
He then explains eight ways in which division may be said to be applied
(para. 45).

Then suddenly he speaks of three actions, two of which, i.e. the

are called evil, and the one, i.e. the mean, called good. The

extremes,
that of the iras-

mean action of the appetitive soul is called continence,
cible soul bravery and that of the rational soul wisdom. It is when a man
possesses these three qualities that he can be called just (para. 48).

Then the discussion briefly turns to the mathematical part of specu-
lative philosophy. He says that this part, whose subject is abstract quan-
tity, is divided into four: arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music
(para. 50).

The Lesson ends by considering whether logic is part of philosophy
or is merely an instrument of philosophy. The author mentions that the
Stoics consider it as part of philosophy. But the author argues briefly
that logic is an instrument of philosophy (paragraphs 52-53).

FirrH LESSON

The author begins this last prefatory Lesson, the longest of all,
before the actual commentary on the Eisagoge begins, by stating eight
respects in which logic or the Eisagoge is to be considered. It is to be
considered in respect of (i) its intention (gharad: aim); (ii) its usefulness

OUTLINE OF THE LESSONS
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(manfa‘ah); (iii) its outward characteristic (simah: feature); (iv) it
gement (martabah), i.e. its place in the order of the book’s on llosgiaz:r'm(:)~
of instruction; (viii) which branch of the sciences it belongs to (para. 54
He. make.s a philosophical statement on intention: it isp h: e
§orf1eth1ng which when an agent (doer) attains he ceases from I;is ts'aysf
it 1s. the goal (end: ghaya) originally in the mind. The im ortalc o
h.avmg an intention is that man may know what he s directinp hi: mt:: =
E1on to so as to pursue it without confusion (fabalbul: pari 55a ((3;1-
usefulne'ss’ he says that it is that which everything des:ires eit.h b
rally — if it is natural, or volitionally —if it is volitional. For thier e
he ?ays, desire is of two kinds: natural, like desire for the. forbid(; reasorz
desire for the rational and volitional, like man’s desire for hif 5 alr}11
to p.erfect himself. Thus everything desires something useful (IljnenOfSiOI') ly
for itself: matter desires form; body desires health; the so lficfa)
philosophy (para. 56). ’ e
.However, before the author considers the Eisagoge from the poi
f)f view of these eight respects, he states the aim of the demonstrati Pomlf
it is to let us know the correct method by which the mind comes tw]egna'rt.
all Fhe things that are hidden from it by means of things that are mo ife o
'I"h15 demonstrative method would aid man in his knowledge air:i o
tions; he would be able to do good and avoid the evil throu hg the kn i
ledge o.f the truth and avoidance of the false (paragraphs §2-63) E
\'N1'th respect to its outward characteristic, it is the. art .wh
task it is to correct the activities of the rational soul of mén so asozz
1()}1;21;:1'2 ;‘; .for knowledge of the truth and the pursuit of the right thing
As to. its arrangement, the Eisagoge, or rather logic, is read before
all the sciences because it is the instrument which mal,{es ossible th
deduction of hidden facts (para. 64). i
- ﬁ;zeﬁi Fhe (1iivisio'n (of logic), there are nine books composing
SR 1'stot e): Ezsagage,. Categories, De Interpretatione, Syllogism
. Prior Analytics), Demonstration (i.e. Posterior Analytics), Topics, the

book on sophi : - " _
(para. 65). phism (i.e. Sophistical Elenchi), the Rhetoric and the Poetics

d
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(i) that mathematics cannot properly be said to be part of philosophy:
ii) that since the physical part deals with

it is distinct from philosophy; (
matter and matter is in flux and hence is unknowable, the physical part
¢ does not exist either, for

does not exist; and (iii) that the divine par

divine matters are non-sensible and, according to the opinion of Aris-
totle, the beginnings of the sciences are the senses. There is no way then
to perceive the divine matters, and hence they cannot be known. Since
neither of the three parts of philosophy exists, then philosophy itself does
not exist. The Aristotelians, says tha author, reject these arguments and

affirm the existence of philosophy (paragraphs 7-10).

SEcoND LESSON

In this Lesson the author considers the definition of philosophy. But
hat definition is, and says that it is

before he does that he considers W
an extremely concise statement which points to the nature of the subject

(para. 13).
He says that the commentators h

(paragraphs 21-30).
(i) Philosophy i knowledge of all existent things.

ave defined philosophy in six ways

(ii) Philosophy is knowledge of divine and human things.

(iii) Philosophy is love of wisdom.

These three definitions a
510 B.C.).

(iv) Philosophy is the study of de

a man’s killing his desires and making t

(v) Philosophy is li
through the knowledge of truth and the doing of the good

These two definitions are due to Plato, he says

(vi) Philosophy is the art of t
ie the art which all the arts need

need

re, he says, due to Pythagoras (fl. 540-

ath, i.e. death of the will — i.e.
he rational part of him dominant

keness to God according to man’s capacity,

he arts and the science of the sciences,
and the science which all the sciences
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THIRD LESsoN

In this Lesson the author e i
= this Lesson the xpla i iti
SR r explains each of the six definitions of
- Ilndamplfif}gng the first definition — which is that philosophy is
wledge of the truths of existent things, th
' - A hor turns t i
discussion of knowled : e N
ge. He says that knowledge m i
: ke ge may be attained b
el:osensez This is perceptual (or, sensory) knowledge which is liable tZ
T, an canm.)t t}%ereforc be regarded as certain. He adverts to the
argume'nt. from 111.us1on. This kind of knowledge is what is know:
a posteriors or empirical knowledge (paragraphs 32-33) 3
hensghcbotht;r k.md ﬁf knowledge is “intellectual knowledge”, the appre
n by the intellect of the first postulates, such as ’ g
either the affirmation or the negation i o s Tt o DO
: Al gation is true” (the law of Exclud
M1dd1e), things equal to the same thing are equal”, and “thecv:rlhoel(:
is gfea?ter than the part”. These statements are what are known a
a priort statements which are necessarily true (para. 34) =
instaﬁx::tll:er klm(;:l of l;n}(;wledge which is gained by the intellect is, for
, knowledge of the First Cause, divine matters intel
: knov ; etc. Th
attains this kind of knowledge by demonstration (z'bi,d.) i
; dHe says that the fourth definition — which is that philosophy is the
; u i of df.:ath, was given by Plato in the Phaedo. He explains that death
lgr the phllosoRhers is of two kinds: natural death and death of the will
ez;h of the. will, he explains further, is a man’s killing his desires and.
§a “ng the intellectual part of him rule him and regulate his actions
f}‘r stu(%y of death” Plato, says the author, meant the study of dcatl;
of the will, not natural death (paragraphs 38-40).
3 In expéai(riling the fifth definition — which is that philosophy is
ikeness to God to the extent of a man’s capaci
: ; . pacity, the author gi i
senses in which something is said to be like another (parag. 41g)lves S
5 thThe author explains the sixtk definition — which is that philosophy
: e ]jrt of the arts and the science of the sciences, by likening it to a
ine;iat ing. Just a.s the king considers general concerns affecting the city
o ttentrusts details to his subordinates, so philosophy considers universal
atters and entrusts particulars to the various arts to deal with. That



AN OUTLINE OF THE “LESSONS” (ie. CHAPTERS)
OF THE BOOK

First LEsson

In his opening Lesson the author discusses the question of the
existence of philosophy for, he says, in investigating any subject the first
question relates to its existence, and the exponents of the art of logic
were accustomed, prior to their study of the Eisagoge, to investigate phi-
losophy itself for which logic is an instrument (para. 1).

He says that whereas the followers of Aristotle had assumed the
existence of philosophy, the opponents of Aristotle deny its existence by
arguing:

(i) That philosophy is knowledge of things and things are in flux,
and since things that are in flux cannot be known, therefore philosophy
does not exist. The Aristotelians, says the author, rebut this argument
by saying that the subject-matter of philosophy is universal forms or
concepts which are eternal and not the individual things in flux (para-
graphs 2-4).

(i) That philosophy considers being and being is a name common
to substances and accidents. It is then unknown, because when asked
what being is you can answer neither that it is a substance nor that it is
an accident. Since being is unknown, and philosophy is knowledge of
being, then philosophy does not exist. The Aristotelians, says Ibn al-
Tayyib, rebut this argument on the ground that philosophy considers
each of the meanings which it indicates (paragraphs 5-6).

(iii) That theoretical philosophy is divided, according to the opi-
nion of Aristotle, into a physical (natural) part, a mathematical part
and a divine (metaphysical) part. The anti-Aristotelians maintain:
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First, commentaries that have not survived include those of: Al-K%ndi
(d..260/873); Al-Sarakhsi (d. 986/899); Muhammad Ibn Zak;?.rzrga;m
al-Razi (d. 313/925); Abfi Bishr Matta Ibn Yﬁnuf (d. 329/940),. Ibu
Zakariyya Yahya Ibn ‘Adi (d. 364/974); Ibn ‘Abbad (d. 385/995); lbn

Zur‘ah (d. 399/1008); Ibn al-Haitham (d. 431/1039).

: ; —_—
Second, the following commentaries have survive

(i) Al-Farabi’s (d. 339/950) paraphrase Or festatcm_ent of ttl;e
Eisagoge has been edited by Prof. D.M. Dunlop in Islamic Quar i yci
vol. 3, 1956, pp. 117-138. But his actual commentary .has not survive
in the Arabic, though it is extant in a Hebrew translation.

33

() Abai ‘Abd Allah al-Khwarizmi (d.c. 380/990)

(iii) Ibn Sawar’s (d. 411/1020) commentary has Survived‘, but o_nl’y
in parts, and has been published in al-Ahwani’s edition of Abil ‘Uthman’s

translation of the Eisagoge, pp- 95 ff.

(iv) The Ikhwan al-Safa’ (fl. middle of 'Fhe 4th/10th c) Part of .th.e
logical sections of the “Encyclopaedia” deals with the Eisagoge. This 1

extant in a number of editions.

(v) Ibn Sina (Avicenna) d. 499/1037. His commentary on .thg
Eisagoge (al-Madkhal) is part of the Kitab al-Shif@’, and has been edite
by 1. Madkour et al. Cairo, 1952.

Of all these commentators or paraphrasers of the Eisagoge v'vho
preceded Ibn al-Tayyib, the views of only two of them — .Abu Blshlr
Matta Tbn Yainus and Yahya Ibn ‘Adi — are r.eferred to in Ibn ‘a}-I
Tayyib’s commentary. He makes no reference to his teac—:hers Ibn Zur‘a :
a;nd Ibn Sawar, although he does to Yahya Ibn ‘Adi, the teacher o
both Ibn Zur‘ah and Ibn Sawar.

N
39. In the MS. of the Bibliothéque Nationale, MS. Heb. 917. o5
33. The logic part of the Mafatih al-Ulim, ed. G. Van Vloten, 1895.
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ABU ’L-FarAJ ‘ABD-ALLAH IBN AL-TAVYYIB
(c. 370/980 - 435/1043).

Ibn al-Tayyib flourished in Baghdad in the first half of the 11th c.
He was one of the great thinkers of the 11th c., a noted Nestorian philo-
sopher, physician, theologian and canon lawyer. 3¢ He was a student of
Ibn Zur‘ah and Ibn Sawir, and the teacher of Ibn Butlan.

From al-Qifti% we have the following account of him: That he
was conversant with the philosophical and logical doctrines of the “an-
cients”’, i.e., the Greeks, as well as with the medical works of Galen;
that he revived what was lost of the Greek sciences and clarified the
obscurities in them; and that Ibn Butldn, a student of Ibn al-Tayyib,
reported that he (Ibn al-Tayyib) spent twenty years on the interpreta-
tion of Aristotle’s Metaphysics and fell so ill in meditating on it that he
nearly died (aws Ll 5187

From Ibn Abi Usaibi‘ah?® we have the following account of him:
That he was a scholar with broad erudition (rlv‘-“ C‘b) , that he wrote
commentaries on the works of Galen, Hippocrates, and on the entire
Organon: and that Avicenna, his ‘contemporary, highly rated his profi-
ciency in the medical sciences, although he underrated his philosophical
acumen.

With the exception of his commentaries on the Eisagoge and the
Categories, all his commentaries on the other parts of the Organon are
lost. However, epitomes of virtually all of these commentaries may be
extant. 87

That Ibn al-Tayyib wrote a commentary on Porphyry’s Eisagoge
was mentioned by Ibn AbI ‘Usaibi‘ah.3®

34. His compilation of Nestorian canon law has been published: Ibn al-Tayyib,
Figh an-Nasraniyya, ed. W. Hoenerbach and O. Spies, Louvain, 1956.

35. Ibn al-Qifti: op. cit., p. 223.

36. Ibn ‘Usaibi‘ah: op. cit., pp. 239-241.

37. S.M. Stern: op. cit., p. 425. See also S. Pines: “La Philosophie Orientale
d’Avicenne et sa Polémique contre les Baghdadiens”. Archives d’Histoire Doctrinale et
Littéraire du Moyen Age, vol. 27, 1952, pp. 16-18, 3-36, and passim.

38. Ibn Abi ‘Usaibi‘ah, loc. cit. It is mentioned also in Steinschneider, Uberset-
zungen: op. cit., p. 99, and Brockelmann, GAL 1, 635 and Suppl. 1, 884.
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All the Arabic translations of the Eisagoge were based on the Syriac.
The translation, or most probably, paraphrase of the Eisagoge made' b}r
“Muhammad Ibn al-Muqaffa (see below) was from the Syrla.c. This is
extant in an Iranian library. The other extant Arabic translation of t.he
Eisagoge, that of Abu ‘Uthman al-Dimashqi, 1° was based on the Syriac
translation of Athanasius.20 Al-Fasan Ibn Sawar (Ibn al-Khammar)
is said to have considered Athanasius’ translation faulty and to ha.we
used another Syriac translation which was more accurate and which
" was then in the possession of Abf Bishr Matta Ibn Yinus and Yahya
Ibn ‘Adi. 2! The latter translated from the Syriac (probably of Athana-
sius’, see iv above) the Prolegomenon of Ammonius t? the study of Eh(i
Eisagoge,* he also criticised Abd@ ‘Uthman’s translation.® Al-Ahwia.rtl
was right in saying that a final judgment could be made on I!an S-awa'r S
criticism of the translation of Athanasius only after conr%pa.rmg it VYlth
the Greek original. 2¢ However, in the absence of the ?yrlac transla}tmn,
and on the assumption that Abll ‘Uthman’s translation was a faithful
representation of Athanasius’, it would not be out of place to compare
Abii ‘Uthman’s translation with the original Grce%{. We have made this
comparison in the Appendix. It has to be noted, incidentally, tha.Lt Ibn

al-Tayyib’s commentary on the Eisagoge reproduces the translat.wn of
Ab{i “Uthmin, although there are differences in some pla.ces which we
have pointed out in making the comparison. Ibn al-’_I‘ay.y1b apparcr}tly
compared Abil “Uthman’s translation with another Syriac translation,
for on Fol. 41# he makes reference to a Syriac text. M(?reove_r,‘ there_ar’e
two sentences (in the Greek original) which are missing in Abfi ‘Uthman’s
translation but are produced in Ibn al-Tayyib’s text. It seems, therefore,

depromtam”; Constantin Sauter: “Die per'ipatetische philosophie bei den Syrern und
Arabern”, Archiv fur Geschichte der philosophie, 1904, pp. 516-533. ‘

19. This was edited by Ahmad Fuwid al-Ahwiani, Cairo, 1952, and by ‘Abd
al-Rahman Badawi, Mantiq Aristi, Cairo, 1952, vol. 3, pp. 1021-1068.

20. Al-Ahwani’s edition, op. ¢it., p. 46.

21. Al-Ahwani, loc. cit.

92. De Lacy O’Leary: op. cit., p- 170.

93. Khalil Georr: op. cit., p. 194

24. Al-Ahwani: loc. cit.

R———
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that Ibn al-Tayyib — and this must have been a common practice among
the Arabic translators and scholars — used a Syriac translation as a
corrective to any mistranslations or-omissions in AbG ‘Uthmian’s trans-
lation.

Arabic Translations of and Commentaries on the Eisagoge before Ibn
al-Tayyib.

The importance which the Arabic scholars attached to the Eisagoge
is evident from the large number of commentaries they made on it.
Commentaries upon it started, perhaps, with al-Kind@’s in about the
middle of the 9th c., and may have continued well into the 17th c.
A modern Arab scholar says that “some of the commentaries upon it
continued to be studied in the Al-Azhar until today”.2? Two of the
latest commentaries, those of Al-Ansari (d. 1520), and ‘Alam al-Din
Suleiman al-Jarbi (d.c. 1540) are in Princeton University Library .26

The recorded translations of the Eisagoge, all from the Syriac, were
made by:

(i) Muhammad Ibn al-Muqaffa® (d.c. 200/815.27 This, which is
extant, was most probably a paraphrase.

(ii) Ayytb Ibn al-Qasim al-Raqqi (d.c. 226/840).28 This has not
survived.

(iii) Abt ‘Uthman al-Dimashqi (d.c. 308/920).2® This has sur-
vived and was edited by al-Ahwani and Badawi. 30

Before Ibn al-Tayyib (d. 435/1043) the following Arabic scholars
had made commentaries on the Eisagoge. !

25. Al-Ahwani: op. cit., p. 49.
26. Philip Hitti Catalogue No. 814.

27. Al-Qifti: op. cit., p. 220; Paul Kraus: “Zu Ibn al-Muqaffa”’, Rivista degli
Studi Orientali, vol. 14, 1934, pp. 1-20.

28. Ibn al-Nadim: Fihrist, ed. Flugel, p. 341 (1929 ed.).

29. Al-Qifti: op. cit., p. 256.

30. See footnote 19 above.

31. The following account of the Arabic work on the Eisagoge is based on Nicholas

Rescher: The Development of Arabic Logic, Pittsburg, 1964; M. Steinschneider: Die

arabischen Ubersetzungen aus dem Griechischen, Leipzig, 1889, reprinted, Graz, 1960; J.G.
Wenrich: op. cit.

[————
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According to bibliographical sources there were other commentaries
on the Eisagoge- '

(i) John Philoponus (- 480 - c. 450), a student of Ammonius, wrote
a commentary on the Eisagoge.® A Syriac version of his commentary, is
mentioned by Khalil Georr.® '

(i1) Olympiodorus (c. 500 - c. 570), also a student of Ammonius,
wrote a commentary on the Eisagoge.”

(iii) Stephanus of Alexandria (flourished in the first half of the
7th c.) wrote a commentary on the Eisagoge.®

These three Greek commentaries on the Eisagoge have not survived.

Now,, which of these Greek commentaries on the Eisagoge were
translated into Syriac or Arabic? We learn that the commentary of
John Philoponus was translated into Syriac and most probably also into
Arabic, ? and that it was recognised by the Monophysites as a text-book. 1
The commentary of Ammonius is said to have been used by the Syriac
scholar Athanasius of Baladh,! and that the latter’s translation was
used by the Arabic translator Abf ‘Uthman al-Dimashgi. * The com-
mentary of Elias was translated from the Syriac into Arabic by Ibn
Sawar (al-Khamm:?u‘).13

-

5. Ibn Abl Usaibi‘ah: ‘Uyin al-Anbd® fi Tabagat al-Atibba, ed. Muller, 1884,
p. 105; M. Steinschneider: al-Farabi, Des Arabuischen Philosophen Leben und Schriften,
St. Petersburg, 1869, reprinted Amsterdam 1966, p- 157; A. Baumstark: Aristoteles
bei den Syrern, Leipzig, 1900, pp- 170-171.

6. Khalil Georr: Les Gatégories d’Aristote dans leur Versions Syro-Arabes, Beyrouth,
1948, p. 203.

7. A. Busse: Die neuplatonischen Ausleger, op- ¢it.> P- 5.

8. A. Baumstark: Aristoteles bei den Syrerns Leipzig, 1900, pp- 183, 189 and 210.

9. Ibid., pp- 170-171.

10. Ibid., pp- 171, 210.

11. M. Steinschneider: al-Farabi, op. cit., P- 126; J.G. Wenrich: De Auctorum
Graecorum Versionibus €t Commentariis Syriacis Arabicis, Leipzigs 1842, pp- 285-286. See
footnote 18 below.

12. Ahmad Fuad al-Ahwani in his edition of Abi “Uthman’s translation of the
Eisagoge, Cairo, 1952, p- 46.

13. Ibn Abi ‘Usaibi‘ah: op. cit., p- 323. Elias was, here, referred to as “Alianos
al-Tskandarani”’ “Elias the Alexandrian”). On the right margin of Fol. 44a of the
MS. of Ibn al-Tayyib’s work the word &X\nvog is written in Greek letters against the

idis
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Where Arabic writers quote or make references to the views of
Greek authors whose works are not known to have been translated, we
may have to assume that these were also translated but that, for some
reason or other, they were not recorded or that the views in the untrans-
lated works were referred to in the works that were translated into Arabic.

Syriac Translations of and Commentaries on the Eisagoge.

~ Baumstark states that between the 5th and 7th centuries the Eisa-
goge of Porphyry was translated into Syriac at least three times. * The
Syriac scholars who translated and/or wrote commentaries on the Eisagoge
include the following:

(i) Hibba (Ibas) d. 457. Tt is to him that the oldest translation of
the Eisagoge is attributed. 1

; (ii) Probha (Probus) d.c. 480. He wrote a commentary on the
Eisagoge based on the translation of Hibba. 1 '

(iii) Sergius of Res’aina (d. 536). He was one of the greatest trans-
lators from Greek into Syriac. He translated and wrote a commentary
“Sur le genre, les especes, et Pindividu, correspondant au second cha-
pitre de PIntroduction de Porphyre”.*’ '

(iv) Athanasius of Baladh (d. 696). He made 2 Syriac translation
of the Eisagoge. He is said to have made use of Ammonius’ preface to his
commentary on the Eisagoge. *®

name of Alianos. In that line he, i.e. Alianos (Elias), is mentioned t i
: : 3 .€. . ogether with John
I(’)tiﬂopqnus, Ol‘ympmdo_rus :«md all the Alexandrian scholars”. Since the nanr{c of
ympiodorus is also written in Greek (See p. iii above), it would seem that the Greek
letters represented an attempt to write the name of Elias also in Greek. However
Dr. R We‘xlzer, op. cit., p. 69, does not think that ““Alianos = Elias”. But since som«;
peculiar views -repc.)rt‘ed by Ibn al-Tayyib in the name of Alianos have been found in
the work of Elias, it is quite probable that Alianos = Elias.
14. A. Baumstark: op. cit., p. 133.
112 Igid., pp. 139-140.
. Ibid., pp. 139 ff; De Lac O’Leary: H i
4h Toororny J64, p. 52, y ary: How Greek Science Passed to the Arabs,
17. E. Renan: “Lettre & M. Reinaud, sur 1 M i i
1 ) nan: : . Syriaques du
Mousée Britannique”, Journal Asiati el e arian: A T
3 . que, vol. 19, 1852, p. 321, G. Sarton: i
to the History of Science, vol. 1, p. 423. P vy e
i 18. JG Wennck: op. cit., p. 286 says: «Praefatione huic tanta similitudo cum
mmonii in Porphyrii Isagogen praefatione, ut nullum dubium sit, illam ex hac esse
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INTRODUCTION

Porphyry’s Eisagoge was composed about 270 A.D.1 as an intro-
duction to the Cafegories of Aristotle. It was Boethius’ (470-524) Latin
translation of this introductory work on logic which gave rise to the
famous medieval controversy over universals. Thus, the work exercised
as much influence on medieval scholastic logic and philosophy as it had
exercised earlier on the Greek (Alexandrian), Syriac and the Arabic.
In Arabic logic, as in the Alexandrian before it, it was put at the head
of the Aristotelian Organon.? But before we discuss the role or career of
the Eisagoge in Arabic logic and the importance which the Arabic philo-
sophers attached to it, mention must, first, be made of the commentaries
on this work made by the Alexandrian and Syriac scholars some of whose
views are referred to in some of the Arabic commentaries.

The commentaries on the Eisagoge made by Ammonius (c. 450 -
c. 520, Elias (c. 520 - c. 580),3 David (d.c. 600) are extant and were
edited by A. Busse in the Berlin Commentaria in Aristotelem Graeca (vol. 4,

pt. 3, vol. 18, pts. 1 and 2). Another extant commentary is that of pseudo-
Elias.*

1. J. Bidez: Vie de Porphyrios, Leipzig, 1913, pp. 51 ff.
2. Ibn al-Qifti: Tartkh al-Hukamd’, éd. J. Lippert, 1903, p. 257.

3. However, the authorship of the commentary ascribed to El
questioned l_)y L.G. Westerink in his article on ‘“Elias 1(’)}; the Prior Analyt?zs’{laj\lr:z;iri
syne, vol. xiv, 1961, pp. 126-139, for the “commentary on Porphyry’s Eis’agogc is
anonymous in the manuscript... There is a good explanation for the ascription to
Dav1d.... > P 127. A Busse, who edited Elias’ commentary was not unaware of this
See his Die neuplatonischen Ausleger der Isagoge des Porphyrius, Berlin, 1892, p. 7. i

'_%. ?seudo-Elias: Lactures on Porphyry’s Isagoge, ed. L.G. Westerink, North-Holland
Publishing Co., Amsterdam, 1967. Westerink writes in the Preface: ‘“The text publish-
?d here for the first time, a modest supplement to the Commentaria in Aristotelem Graeca
is close%y connected, both in context and in the manuscript tradition, with the com:
mentaries of Elias (C.A.G., XVIILI) and David (C.A.G. XVIIL.2).”
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he would write on the margin the cardinal number ¥. There is a ha (for
intahd) at the end of chapters, sections, paragraphs and sentences. In the
sections ‘where the author quotes Porphyry, he puts three dots in a
triangular pattern (..) immediately after Porphyry’s name. These three
dots serve the function of the colon. The text is hardly vocalized, although
some few passive verbs are vocalized.

THE SCRIPT.

Middle and beginning hamzas are written like ‘alif” and ‘ya’.
Practically all final hamzas are missing. In some few places the ‘dal’
and the ‘ra’ are hardly distinguishable. Some few beginning ‘bas’ (<)
are so long as to qualify as ‘am’ of ‘alif’, particularly as the points of
the ‘bas’ may be missing. The beginning ‘alif’ is sometimes joined to
the next letter. Where the loop of the ‘sin’ has been flattened out the
author puts a short line on the flattened part of the letter, eg., e
(nafs). This is to distinguish it from the ‘shin’ which also does not have
the dots. Some few ‘lams’ are actually ‘kafs’, eg., < (kunta).

Tute ForMAT oF THE COMMENTARY.

The author divides his commentary into two parts. The first part
is what he describes as ﬁl*ﬂ‘ d~ie. a general study of the lesson.
In this part he quotes verbatim a sentence or phrase from the text of
Porphyry, a quotation which introduces him to a brief discussion of what
Porphyry says about that particular topic. In this part he considers, i.e.
in some places, the views of Plato, Aristotle, the Alexandrian scholars
and two of the Arabic philosophers, Yahya Ibn ‘Adi and Abi Bishr
Matta Ibn Yiinus. The author in this part points out the puzzles or
objections (dmopto: ﬂjg”’) raised by Porphyry and discusses them.

In the second part he again quotes Porphyry verbatim and then
explains sentences, phrases and words. This part of the commentary the
author calls (:L';” Js2d | ie. an elaborate or detailed statement on the

lesson.

PREFACE

This format was Alexandrian, the H"‘“ = corresponding to the
¢ A i P
% Oewple and the ru ‘Tlé—‘“ to the % mpa&kw of the Alexandrian com-
mentators. In .the % Bewple the Alexandrian commentators also took into
account the views of their predecessors, including Plato and Aristotle
The numbering of the paragraphs was though necessary for easy

xl*\zf;:rences to passages in the text and was, of course, not in the original
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terly of 1956.° This fact is obvious from a comparison between the MS.
Hamidiye 812 and the Escurial MS. 612 which contains Ibn Bajjah’s
commentaries on the Organon.—

(iv) This MS. (Marsh 28) is very useful as a corrective to Abt
Uthman al-Dimashqi’s translation upon which Ibn al-Tayyib’s com-
mentary is based, * although there are differences in some places which
we have pointed out in the Appendix. Thus; Dr. Richard Walzer, com-
menting on the editions of AbG Uthman’s translation by al-Ahwani and
Badawi, 5 was justified in saying that “both editors would have been well
advised to consult the parallel version to be found in the Bodleian MS.
Marsh 28... instead of filling the lacunas in the Paris MS. with transla-
tions of their own.” 8

DEescripTiON OF MS. Marsy 28.

The MS. of Ibn al-Tayyib’s commentary on the Eisagoge, a photo-
copy of which I obtained from the keeper of Oriental Books and MSS.
of the Bodleian Library, contains 83 folios. An English translation of the
first part of the text (i.e. up to ““The Fifth Lesson’’), as noted above, was
published by Prof. Dunlop. The Arabic text of this first part is included
in this edition. But the state of the Arabic text of the “Fourth Lesson”
leaves something to be desired. The pages here are out of order. Fol. 8b,
for instance, is followed by Fol. 92 but the sense of the passage, or the
context, requires that it be followed by 102 (see paragraphs 41 and 51).
Fol. 9% is followed by 102 but the context in fact requires that it be
followed by 112. Para. 47 on Fol. 10 is obviously incomplete; so is the
very beginning of Fol. 92. As regards the text of the “Fifth Lesson”
I doubt whether Fol. 13 makes a smooth transition to 142. The state
of the text from the ““Sixth Lesson” is well organised and all the pages
are in order.

3. See p. xxx below.

4. See p. xxvmr below.

5. See footnote 19 below.

6. R. Walzer: Greek into Arabic, 2nd Impression, London, 1963, p. 110. Footnote
Ad. p. 92.

s e b e i i

PREFACE xvII

The title-page (i.e. Fol. 2a) is hardly readable because the writings
have faded. What has been reproduced here of it is taken from
Dr. Stern’s article. The commentary ends at Fol. 830 with a colophon
which reads: =

oS s s (;;' by . hedl M Joais o) la ey

Hence the commentary is complete. However, there is no knowing
whether the MS. was an autograph or the work of a copyist. The date
of the MS. is not known. Dr. Stern mentioned that from the impression
received from the handwriting, the MS. may date from the 12th C.7

On both margins of Fol. 444 there are the following names written
in Greek: éhpmioSopug (left margin), written after the Arabic rendering
of the name of Olympiodorus which is “Alimqgiyadorus” (or, “Alim-
fiadorus”). The other name, on the right margin, is &Anvog. This is
written against the name of “Alianos” which name, I think, was the
Arabic rendering of the name of Elias.® On Fol. 20® we have the name
of Achilles written in Greek (dxtAdelc), on the right margin. We do
not know who may have written these names in Greek letters.

The first thing one observes in looking at the MS. is the fact that
quite a number of the diacritical points are missing, and that in some
places where the diacritical points are supplied, they are placed on wrong
letters. Yet, the MS. is generally clear. With the necessary knowledge
of Arabic syntax, morphology, and the appropriate philosophical or
technical vocabulary, it is not difficult to supply the missing points and
to restore the misplaced points to their correct places; I have not made
any remarks in the critical apparatus concerning these missing or mis-
placed points. In some places the last letter of a preceding word is joined
to the first letter of the following word. There are a few marginal notes,
three of which (paragraphs 226, 238, 242) must have been the remarks
of Ibn al-Tayyib’s student. There is always a sign made in the main text
showing where the marginal notes should be placed. In addition to
ordinal numbers in the passage, the author writes the cardinal numbers
on the margins. For instance,when he says “the third meaning of genus...”

7. S.M. Stern: op. cit., p. 422, plus footnote 2.
8. See footnote 13 below.
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PREFACE

This is an edition of Ibn al-Tayyib’s commentary on the Eisagoge
of Porphyry. The MS. of the commentary is in Oxford’s Bodleian Lib-
rary (Marsh 28). It had earlier been ascribed, but wrongly, to al-Farabi
by the Uris Catalogue (No. 457). Thus, following this Catalogue, Prof.
D.M. Dunlop published an English translation of the first part of the
text with the title: “The existence and definition of philosophy, from
an Arabic text ascribed to al-Farabi”.! It was in 1957 that the late Dr.
S.M. Stern of All Souls College; Oxford, established, beyond doubt, that
the author of the MS. was Ibn al-Tayyib, and not al-Farabi.?

(ii) There are two MSS., one in the British Museum (Or. 1561,
fols. 143-158t) and the other in the India Office Library in London
(Or. 3832, fols. 252r-261%). The title pages of both MSS. are missing,
and there are no colophons. Hence, there are no indications of author-
ship. However, close comparisons between these two MSS. and Marsh
28 do reveal that the former MSS. are certainly abbreviated versions
of the latter, as was pointed out by Dr. Stern. However, as abbreviations,
they were not of much use in the edition of the text; there was, in fact,
only on one occasion that a word omitted in Marsh 28 was supplied by
the British Museum MS.

(iil) According to Brockelmann, GAL, 1, p. 233, and the Deren-
bourg Catalogue vol. 1, p. 420, this work of Ibn al-Tayyib was the one
upon which Ibn B3jjah wrote a commentary. This information is not
correct. The work of al-Farabi upon which Ibn Bijjah wrote a commen-
tary was al-Farabi’s paraphrase of the Eisagoge which was edited by
Prof. Dunlop from the Istanbul MS. Hamidiye 812 in the Islamic Quar-

1. ‘Irag, vol. xiii, No. 2, 1951, pp. 76 ff.
2. S.M. Stern: “Ibn al-Tayyib’s commentary on the Isagoge”, Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, vol. 19, 1957, p. 425.
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